VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

of a man congealed in self-assurance. Eternal is the
contrast between the disposition of the humanist and
that of the doctrinaire, between the nonchalant man
whose only desire is to maintain his right to have his
own opinion, and the positive-minded authoritarian who
can never rest till all the world has said ditto to himself.
A man whose conscience is pure and clear speaks moder-
ately, but the zealot spouts threats and hatred. There
can be no clarity in a mind clouded by hate. Truly
spiritual deeds cannot be performed by a fanatic, and
are only at the command of one who, in silence and calm,
has learned self-control and moderation.

Partisans, however, are never concerned with justice,
but only with victory. They never want to concede
another's point, but only to uphold their own. As soon
as Castellio's rejoinder appeared, the assault on him was
renewed. True, personal abuse of the "dog," the
"beast" Castellio, and the absurd fable as to the theft
of wood, were quietly withdrawn. Even Calvin did not
dare continue cutting into this kerf. Hastily the line of
attack was transferred to the theological field. Once
more the Genevese printing presses were set in motion,
and for the second time Theodore de Beze was sent into
the breach. More loyal to his master than to truth, in the
official Genevese edition of the Bible (1558) he prefaced
Holy Writ with so malicious an attack on Castellio that,
in such a setting, it reads like blasphemy. "Satan, our
old opponent," writes de Beze, "having recognized that
he cannot, as of yore, arrest the progress of God's word,
uses even more dangerous methods. For a long time,
there was no French translation of the Bible, or at least
no translation worthy of the name. Now Satan has
found as many translators as there are frivolous and im-
pudent minds; and he will probably find even more,
unless God give them pause before it is too late. If the
reader asks me for an example, let me refer to Sebastian
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